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Tainan is not only the oldest city in Taiwan, but also a place with rich history,

culture and arts. Therefore, after the merger of former Tainan City and former
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Tainan County in 2010, the city government has been working on transforming

Tainan into a Cultural Capital and promoting reading to lay a solid foundation.
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A nationwide passion for reading is an indication of an advanced society

since reading can enrich the lives of our citizens and knowledge can enhance
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the competitiveness of a city. It is widely known that “knowledge is power”, and

with wings of knowledge, we can fly higher, farther, and be better equipped for
international competition. This is the reason why Tainan City Government listed
“Literary Tainan” as one of the Ten Major Flagship Projects. We hope to inspire

unlimited possibility and future ideas for our children and life in general through reading.

MNEHBMENRRE « EREARBEES="AEMEFLEDRE  ARBEE 'F5XK80.) WER - #®
FKEER - BB H B/ NRINLUSEE - AmAE20114F98 8RE T FBBOOKZMEEMBEEE S, -
BRANBALRER - 2ZRSNFEELER - #B5E - 84S 3 AFEERE - BRRTHE  BREBX
#Ho ARRERERBHE - BMI2ERX "THEREERR,  REXRERRTNEERS - EEER)
FLIR o

The city government plans to systematically promote reading in three major areas: families, schools, and public libraries
to realize the goal of “Literary Tainan” In terms of promoting reading at home, the government began to produce and
broadcast a television program from September 2011 that encourages young children to read. The program, which is
broadcasted on the third public channel every day, invites famous people and writers to share their reading experiences
and recommend good books. Parents and children who read together can gain more knowledge together and create
tighter family bonds. Tainan City Government also distributed “Reading Gift Bags” for newborns to encourage parents to

inspire young children to read.
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In schools, the city government aims to create a better and friendlier reading environment through projects such has
improving school libraries, promoting morning reading time, and making books more accessible to students. These projects

4 can encourage students to read more, provide teachers and students with regular time slots to read together, and offer
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assistance to students in terms of book choice. By 2016, all of the school libraries in junior high and elementary "i
schools in Tainan have been upgraded and 12 junior high schools and 21 elementary schools have received the

Reading Award from the Ministry of Education.
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Between 2015 and 2016, a total budget of NTD 120 million was allocated
to public libraries in Tainan City to carry out the “District Library Reading
Environment Improvement Project”. The idea was to attract more residents
to public libraries by providing quality reading spaces. The constructions
of Annan District Tucheng Library, East District Yuwun Library, and South
District Yancheng Library have been carried through, and the Tainan

Municipal Library Main Library in Yongkang District is scheduled to be

completed in 2019. Furthermore, the National Central Library Southern Branch and National Joint Archives
Center will be built in Sinying District. This library is Taiwan's first national-level joint archives center and has
sufficient academic resources to support research at 29 universities and colleges within the Yunlin, Chiayi, and
Tainan Region. The completion of this facility will also round up the plans to transform Tainan into a literary city.
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Although the city government has limited budget, we still dedicate sufficient funding to book procurement:
the average budget for every resident was NT 6.66 before the Merger and has increased to NT 28.44 per person
after it. Book borrowing rates in Tainan has also seen an annual increase: up to 2016, book borrowing rates in
Tainan rank second in Taiwan with a total of 7.82 million books borrowed. This is equivalent to an average of 4.1
books borrowed per person, second only to the 4.5 books per person in Taipei City.
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As money is not the only way to measure wealth, Tainan City Government hopes that, by promoting “Literary
Tainan’, Tainan citizens can gain other types of wealth: happiness, joy, and knowledge, and truly make Tainan a
happy city with cultural richness.
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Supporting Zero-killing: Tainan Initiates
the SEVEN UP Animal Protection Policies

In response to the National Zero-killing
Policy which comes into force on February
4, Tainan city announced seven original
policies which will help further integrate
rescue and shelter animals into the lives
of residents. During the 2017 Humane
Animal Protection Policies press conference
held today (Feb. 3), Mayor Lai expressed
that hopefully the seven new measures
can cultivate a more animal-friendly
environment and encouraged citizens to
support the concept of "no-kill”. If owners
are responsible and cherish their pets, then
the issue of stray animals will no longer be a
problem.

The Mayor pointed out that, with the joint
effort of animal protection groups and the
government, Tainan city was the first city in
Taiwan to reach the zero-killing goal in 2015.
Tomorrow (Feb. 4) when the National Zero-
killing Policy is officially launched, animal

protection will become an even more

serious issue for the local government. He

encouraged citizens to be responsible and
caring owners, not to abandon their pets, and
support the zero-killing policy. This would
greatly improve stray animal issues in Tainan.

According to the Mayor, the SEVEN UP
Policies, a set of humane animal protection
measures, can not only help to cultivate
an animal-friendly city, but also alleviate
stray animal problems and improve
related policies. The policies include
the establishment of the Furry Friends
Playground and Educational Park, the first of
its kind in Taiwan. This family-friendly park
will offer a space for the whole family, pets
included, to exercise, spend time together,
and learn to respect all creatures. Mayor
Lai also encouraged residents interested
in having a pet to choose adoption over
buying one and help improve the adoption
rate of stray dogs.

Mayor Lai also spoke about developments
in the area of working dogs. In addition to

existing factory guard dogs and sniffer dogs,
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police dogs at stations and companion
dogs are now listed as categories of working
dogs as well. Furthermore, the government
designated Yuguang Island as a TNVR
demonstration area and put up a Furry
Friends of Yuguang Island Info Board to teach
visitors more about TNVR (Trap-Neuter-
Vaccinate-Return). The aim is to familiarize
people with local stray animals and help
everyone find a way to co-exist comfortably.
Other related policies and projects include
assisting private animal shelters to become
legal organizations, building a community
animal caretaker database and promoting
clean feeding and caring methods for
resident strays, and setting up a animal
welfare fund which resources can be
allocated to quality private animal shelters
via open and transparent means.

Wu Ming-pin, Director of Greater Tainan
Animal Health Inspection and Protection
Office, remarked that the Office takes

practical and innovative measures to

effectively improve stray animal issues. The
annual number of stray cats and dogs in
animal shelters was 14,889 before 2010 and
has dropped to 8,432 in 2016, adoption rate
has increase from 13.4% to 66.5%. Number
of animals euthanatized used to reach
8,400 per year, but Tainan has managed to
lower the number to zero in 2015. With the
assistance of district offices and village chiefs,
the Office did a survey on stray dogs for five
consecutive years. Stray dog population has
decreased from 9,195 to 3,817, dropping half
within three years. As increasing adoption
rate is also a way to reach the zero-killing
goal, the public now can choose to adopt
retired work dogs or sniffer dogs as well as
shelter dogs. After a stray dog is send to the
shelter, the animal will undergo a physical
exam, scanned for its ID chip, vaccinated
and neutered. The dog may also be trained
for a job according to its temperament.
Currently 5,096 rescue animals have been

assigned jobs.
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The seven new animal protection policies
of Tainan city government are as follows:

1.Taiwan’s very first “Furry Friends
Playground and Educational Park”:
Tainan is to establish Taiwan's first park that
educates the public and promotes animal
protection concepts. The park will be a
space where family pets can exercise and
residents can enjoy a relaxing day. Tainan
has obtained a budget of NTD 180 million
from the central government for this project.
The park is scheduled to be completed and
opened to publicin 2019.

2.Collaboration between private and
public sectors to promote adoption:
The city government will work with animal
protection groups and volunteers to
increase adoption sites and set up more
convenient adoption places. Tainan will also
continue to promote “don't buy a pet, adopt
one instead” and increase adoption rate.

3.Find more opportunities for working
dogs: Discover more opportunities and
areas for dogs to be of service, such as
factory guard dogs at industrial areas, police
dogs at police stations in rural areas, and
companion dogs at senior homes or village
chief offices. This will also increase the
adoption rate of rescue dogs.

4.Integrate pets into our residents’
lives and promote TNVR demonstration
areas: Tainan city government has been
implementing TNVR (Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-
Return) measures since 2011. The program,
which aims to build trust between humans

and dogs and achieve a win-win solution,

has a SOP and supporting policies for crisis
management. Yuguang Island, a TNVR
demonstration area, has a Furry Friends of
Yuguang Island info Board to teach visitors
more about TNVR animals. Hopefully this
will encourage the public and animals to
co-exist peacefully and make the place a
new tourist destination. If the program is
successful, the model will be replicated in
other places.

5.Build a community animal caretaker
database and promote clean feeding: Set
up a community animal caretaker database
and organize roadshows between districts
and villages in Tainan to promote clean
feeding and caring of resident stray animals.
This will cultivate a better environment for
our citizens and pets.

6.Assist in improving private
shelter management and legalizing
the organizations: Animal shelters will
receive assistance to set up a management
system to document animal incoming and
outgoing and build a website for better
management. In the future, the government
will plan and draft self-governance articles
to help legalize the land usage of existing
private shelters.

7.Set up an animal welfare fund: Set
up an exclusive fund account to which
the public can donate. The funds will be
effectively distributed to listed animal
shelters run by the private sector for dog
food and canned food. This can help
alleviate the financial burden of these

private shelters. ( 2017/2/3) )
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